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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1943. 


To  the  Worshipful  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hardness. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  CJentlemen, 

1 have  the  honour  to  present  iny  Annual  Report 
for  tlieyear  1943.  The  Report  is  again  curtailed  in  accor- 
danie  with  instructions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

Birth  Rate  is  somewhat  lower,  perhaps  due  to  war-time 
change  of  population. 

Death  Rate  calls  for  no  comment,  oilier  than  tlie  satis- 
faction of  noting  that  there  were  no  maternal  and  no  infant 
deaths. 

'I'he  year  has  been  a healthy  one,  there  being  few  cases 
of  the  acute  infections.  'I'liere  were  14  notihcations  of 
Measles.  Scabies  diminished  to  eleven  cases. 

Child  health  and  nutrition  was  mantained  to  a satis- 
factory degree.  There  is  still  an  unfortunate  amount  of 
uncleanliness  of  children  in  families  whose  housing  con- 
ditions are  bad  and.  where  home  help  is  inadequate. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Forty-four  children  aged 
1 to  5 years  were  fully  prelected.  My  best  thanks  are  due 
to  the  Health  Visitor  of  Devon  County  Council,  Miss  Lee, 
who  has  taken  an  enthusiastic  part  in  urging  parents  to 
have  their  children  protected  and  in  assisting  with  the 
immunisations. 

The  immunising  agent  used  in  all  cases  has  been  Alum 
Precipitated 'Poxide,  in  two  injections  of  0.3  to  0.4  c.c.  and 
O.o  c.c. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  figures. 

•Area  in  acres — 1925. 

Ihipulation  census  in  1981 — 6707. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  about  1589. 

Rateable  value — £49,633. 

Sum  represented  by  Id  rate — £201  9s.  5d. 

Public  debt  1943  : £130,580. 


Vital  Statistics. 
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Live  1 Legitimate 

76 

46 

30 (Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Births  1 Illigitimate 

7 

4 
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— population  ...  15.66 

83 

50 

33 

Still  Births 

6 

3 

3 Rate  per  1000  total 
(live  & Still  Births)  67.31 

Deaths 

78 

38 

40  Death  Rate  per  1000 
of  the  estimated 
population  ...  14.71 
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l^uerperal  Sepsis  0 Rate  per  1000  total  (Live^  00 
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Typhoid  — 0 

Cancer  (all  ages) — 13 

Measles  . — 0 

Whooping  Cough  „ — 0 

Diarrl  o^a  (under  2)  — 0 

Poliomyelitis  — 0 

Brysipelas  — 0 

Pneumonia  — 4 

Scarlet  Fever  — 0 

Dii)theria  — 0 

Influenza  — 2 

Bronchitis  — 3 

Other  Res.  Dis.  — 0 

'ruberculosis  — 2 

Syphilitic  — 0 

Intra-Cran.  vase,  lesions  — 7 

Heart  — 21 

Other  dis.  of  circ.  syst.  — 0 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  — 2 

Appendicitis  — 0 

Other  digve.  dis.  — 3 

Nephritis  — 1 

C )n.  Mai.  birth  Inj.  infant  • — 0 

Violent  Causes  — 16 

All  other  Ctauses  — 4 


Total 


00 


M-38  : F— 40=78 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  have  been  no  new  works  during  the  year. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIC)N  OF  THE  AREA. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  ten  in  the  area.  35  inspections  have  been 
made.  General  Condition — good. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  are  U)  Dairies  and  13  Cowsheds  registered. 
Dairies  liaVebeeu  inspected  21  times  and  Cowsheds  35  times. 
Nine  Dairy  Shops  have  voluntarily  ceased  business. 

Slaughterhouses. 

'Phere  are  2 licensed  slaughterhouses  (closed  since 
control  by  M.  nf  F.)  and  a public  abattoir.  (See  Meat 


Inspection). 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(a)  Council  Houses  Infested  ...  ...  0 

(b)  Other  Houses  Infested  ...  ...  3 

(e)  Disinfestation  (vacant  houses)  ...  4 

Redding,  etc.  destroyed  ...  ...  3 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  5 Wholesale  Producers, 
] Producer  Retailer  and  7 Retailers  of' Milk. 

Water  Supplies. 

No  sample  of  water  was  submitted  during  the  j'ear. 

Housing. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  during  the  year. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  bocal  Authority  or 
their  Officers  ; 23  without  Notices. 

13  with  Informal  Notices. 
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Housing  Act  1936,  Section  25. 

On  the  27th  June,  1938,  four  clearance  areas.  No.  10» 
Undercliff;  No.  11,  Horn  Hill  Steps;  No.  13,  South  Ford 
Road;  and  No.  14,  Smith  Street;  were  submitted  and 
reports  made  to  the  Council.  At  a special  Public  Health 
Committee  these  areas  were  considered  and  declared  to  be 
Clearance  Areas  within  the  meaning  of  the  above  Act. 

Some  of  the  houses  in  these  areas  are  still  occupied. 
No  further  action,  of  course,  regarding  tliese  clearance 
declarations  can  be  taken  at  present. 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACE 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
Inspec-  Written  Prosecu- 
tions Notices  tions 


Factories  (with  Mechanical  Power)  ...  23 

Workshops  (with  Mechanical  Power)  ...  15 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  ...  10 


0 ...  0. 

0 ...  0 

0 ...  0 


48  0 0 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease 


Total 

cases  notified 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  1 

Smallpox  ...  0 

Diptheria  ...  0 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  ...  0 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  0 

Pneumonia  ...  2 

Erysipelas  ...  0 

Measles  ...  14 

Whooping  Cough  ...  0 


Cases, 

admitted  to  Hosp. 
1 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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CASES  ADMITTED  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  KINGS  ASH, 
PAIGNTON,  from  Dartmouth  Borough  during  1943  : 

Total  number  of  cases  : 1 Scarlet  Fever. 

CASES  ADMITTED  TO  “DUNEDIN”  AUXILIARY  ISOLATION 
HOSPITAL,  PAIGNTON,  from  Dartmouth  Borough  during  1943  : 

Total  number  of  cases  ; 1 Scabies  (Evacuee). 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  lias  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the 
P.H.A.  1925,  nor  under  Section  176  of  P. H.A.  1936. 


Tuberculosis. 

3'he  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  : — 

. Male.  Female.  Total. 

Pulmonary  ...  14  13  27 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  3 ■)  6 

Report  of  the  Dartmouth  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Attendances  by  Mothers  ...  1374 

Infants  ...  .972 

'I'oddlers  ...  358 

New  Pabies...  98 
New  'I'oddlers  14 

'J'he  voluntary  helpers  of  tlie  Welfare  Centre  have 
continued  their  excellent  work,  and,  with  the  mothers,  have 
kept  up  a high  and  continuous  record  of  attendance  despite 
the  continued  discouraging  effect,  and  possibilitj'',  of 
air-raiding. 


I have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


A.  DICK, 


M.l).,  CH.H.,  D.IMI. 


Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  and 


Medical  Officer  of  the  Infant  W^elfare  Centre. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

0 

OF  THE 

Sanitary  Inspector 


'I'o  }iis  IVorshjp  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors. 


(Jentleinen, 

1 liave  tlie  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  tlie  year 
ending  the  31st  December,  1943. 

9,934  Food  Annimals  were  slauglitered  daring  the 
year.  There  was  32,208  lbs.  of  meat  and  internal  organs 
condemned  due  to  the  following  reasons  : — ■ 

Whole  Carcases. — Generalised  Tuberculoses,  Emaciation 
and  Dropsy.  Injury  due  to  enemy  action,  moribund, 
found  dead  in  Held  and  lairages,  Hydreamia,  Uremia,  and 
Fevered  Condition,  Decomposition. 

Parts  of  Carcases  and  Internal  Organs  the  diseases  were  : 

Tuberculosis,  Actinomycosis,  Abscess,  Fluke,  Decomposition, 
Cirrhosis,  Parasitic  invasion  (Bladder  worms,  etc.),  AngiOma, 
Septic  Pleurisy,  extensive  inflamation,  injury  by  enemy 
action. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Canned  Food,  etc.  : 4301bs.  Rolled  Oats  Condemned — 

Total  Aveight — 768|lbs. 

PUBLIC  ABATTOIRS. 

During  the  year  1st  Jan.  to  31st  December,  1943, 
£o08  : 16  ; lOd.  was  charged  for  use  of  the  Public  Abattoirs 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food,  on  an  headage  charge. 

^IILK  SAMPLES. 

'The  War  Agricultural  Committee  are  now  responsible 
lor  Bacteriological  Milk  Sampling. 
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Meat  Inspection. 


Government  Control. — ^"Die  Borongli  Public  Abattoirs 
are  used  as  a slaughtering  centre  under  the  Ministry  of 
Pood,  since  loth  January,  1940.  Animals  slaughtered 


during — 1940 — 9154. 
„ 1941—12308. 

„ 1942—  8889. 

„ 1943—  9934. 


Meat  condemned  21,731  lbs. 

„ „ 21,357  „ 

„ „ 21,336  „ 

„ „ 32,208  „ 


Other  Pooods — Cot:demned  76841bs. 


UlSINFEC'l’ION. — 55  Premises  were  fumigated  and 
the  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  in  the  Town  Council’s 
disinfector. 


DLSIXPESTION. — 31  Premises  were  fumigated  and 
verminous  condition  with  Zaldecide  and  fumigation. 

RAT  DESTRUCTION.— 38  Premises  and  Outbuild- 
ings where  poison  baits  were  hi  id  with  good  results,  smoke 
machine  sometimes  used. 

\V.  11.  JEFFORD,  A.R.S.l , M.S.I.A., 

Meat  & Sanitary  Inspector. 


